FLODD RISK MANAGEMENT SECTION OVERVIEW

The key role of the Flood Risk Management team (previously known as Land Drainage) is to effectively control flood risk. We look after Council – owned watercourses, oversee other ‘ordinary’ watercourses (we have legal powers to make landowners remove watercourse obstructions), advise the planning authority of flood risk, maintain Council pumping stations and fountains, investigate flooding incidents, and design flood alleviation works (including pumping stations and dams). 

Information sharing is vital and we are putting a lot of effort into using GIS and database techniques to help us do that effectively. We also work closely with other partners.  We receive 'severe weather warnings' from the Met Office and 'flood warnings' from the Environment Agency and the Peace & Emergency Planning Unit.  We have access to real-time rainfall radar and the city's CCTV cameras to help us direct our limited resources most effectively during flooding events.

We are a team of 14 based at the Middleton Depot, Ring Road, Middleton, LS10 4AX.  The team also deals with planning issues and enquires; routine and reactive becks inspections; culvert / drainage surveys; manages a watercourse maintenance regime and additional project work.

FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT SECTION FUNCTIONS

· Providing and maintaining records of drainage infrastructure.

· Carrying out the land drainage functions of the Council as Land Drainage Authority under the Land Drainage Act 1991, the Public Health Act 1936 and the Leeds Land Drainage Byelaws in order to:-

· Ensure that riparian owners maintain watercourses in an acceptable condition

· Approve or otherwise the culverting of watercourses, and control the activities of developers where they affect watercourses

· Investigate flooding and other watercourse and land drainage problems, take emergency action to deal with flooding where appropriate, deal with the aftermath of flooding incidents, and take other corrective action as appropriate.

· Feasibility study, design and supervision of construction of capital and revenue land drainage and reservoir works for the Council.

· Maintenance of flows in Leeds City Council owned watercourses (open-channel and buried - including highway culverts).

· Maintenance of beck channels which were constructed by, and are the responsibility of, the Council under the Leeds Improvement of Becks Act 1866 (principally Sheepscar Beck and Holbeck).

· Maintenance of certain culvert systems (e.g. lower reaches of Bagley Beck) constructed on private land by the Council using Land Drainage Act powers.

· Promoting and advising on the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) in accordance with Council and Departmental Policy.

· Advising Planning Services and developers flood risk and appropriate surface water drainage in relation to planned development and in particular:-

· Responding to preliminary enquiries by prospective developers.

· Appraising submitted Flood Risk Assessments.

· Examining drainage proposals in planning applications.

· Proposing conditions to be attached to planning consents in relation to drainage,  

· Proposing appropriate contributions to improvement/maintenance of downstream watercourses under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act.  

· Periodic audit of flood defence assets and report to EA (DEFRA High Level Targets). Enter data on the National Flood and Coastal Defence Database.
· Producing, implementing, monitoring and updating the publicly available Council Policy Statement on Flood and Coastal Defence (DEFRA High Level Targets).

· Developing, monitoring and up-dating outline catchment policies for all principal becks.

· Carrying out Catchment Area Studies in order to produce detailed policies for surface water management, including hydraulic and hydrological modelling of rivers and watercourses and flow surveys.

· Maintenance of City Council owned pumping stations (>20 no.) and water features.

· Carrying out drainage system man entry and CCTV surveys and investigation of drainage system problems.

· Provision of confined spaces entry capability and support to other sections/departments.

· Monitoring and advising the Council on the work of the EA Yorkshire Regional Flood Defence Committee – attending YRFDC meetings and Councillor pre-meetings (comment on advance briefings).

· Response to government policy consultation papers on land drainage and flood defence and other drainage issues.

· River modelling in connection with new development, including highways schemes. 

· CDM Coordinator duties for capital works under the CDM regulations.

· Advising on reservoir supervision matters under the Reservoirs Act 1975. 

· Maintaining records of all raised bodies of water (ponds, lakes, dams) in the District.

· Administering the Drainage Minor Works Term Contract for council sewerage and drainage minor works. 

· Advising other Council Departments on sewerage matters. 

· Advising Councillors, public and other officers on drainage matters.
· Process applications for culverting approval under the Public Health Act, 1936.

· Process applications for consents under the Land Drainage Byelaws.

· Patrol of watercourses for statutory nuisances. 

· Response to flooding emergencies and technical assistance to the Peace and Emergency Planning Unit on flooding matters.

· Assist Bridges and Highways in hydraulic assessments of highway culverts and design of improvements.

· Chair the Council-wide ‘Flood Risk Management Group’ and assist in the development and implementation of the Council’s ‘Flood Action Plan’.
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